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What is Stem?
STEM is an acronym for Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics.

● Science—Study of the nature of the universe
● Technology—Applying information to the design of goods and services
● Engineering—Application of knowledge for the benefit of humanity
● Mathematics—Universal language of nature

Stem opportunities across Iowa:
*The University of Iowa-University of Iowa Health Care STEM Education programs allow students the opportunity for
hands-on knowledge of innovation and problem solving in health care discovery. Several programs are offered
throughout the year both in person in Iowa City and virtually. Visit the website below to sign up for the newsletter and
register for upcoming programs (2024 programs will be announced soon!).

https://uihealthcare.org/education/ui-health-care-stem-education

*Iowa State University-4-H STEM programs work to engage youth through hands-on experiences that connect to their
lives and respond to their interests. 4-H programs use hands-on activities in sTEM to teach problem-solving, creative
and critical thinking, and inspire kids to explore STEM professions.

https://www.extension.iastate.edu/4h/STEM
Upcoming 2024 events include:

-April 4-5-State science technology fair of iowa at Hilton coliseum-grades 6-12
-June 9-13-stem in motion-grades 9-12-FLorida!
-December 6-Nutcracker Ballet+ Stem-a FREE mini performance and program for grades 2-5.

*Tomorrow Stems from iowa-The governor's stem advisory council:
The Governor’s STEM Advisory Council mission is increasing interest and achievement in STEM studies and

careers through partnerships engaging preK-12 students, parents, educators, employers, non-profits, policy leaders and
others. The Council provides opportunities that inspire Iowa’s young people to become innovative, enterprising
contributors to our future workforce and the quality of life in our communities.

https://iowastem.org/

https://uihealthcare.org/education/ui-health-care-stem-education
https://www.extension.iastate.edu/4h/STEM
https://iowastem.org/


Local Stem opportunities:
*The Science Center of Iowa: the science center offers stem programming for both families and children. Programs are
updated periodically, but here are a few that are coming up in the next few months (registration is required for many)

-February 3, 10 and 24 from 1-3pm: grades 6-8;Innovation lab camp
-February 1, 8, 15, 22 and 29 from 9:15-10:15am: ages 3-5 years: PINT SIZED SCIENCE WORKSHOPS
-February 17: girls in science festival (all ages)-included with general admission

Check out the website for registration and other opportunities.
https://www.sciowa.org/programs-and-events/youth-programs/

*Blank Park Zoo: The zoo has held both “STEM DAY at the zoo” and a “FAMILY STEM NIGHT” the past several years. Check
out their website for “possible” upcoming STEM events in 2024.
https://www.blankparkzoo.com/

*Many STEM camps are offered throughout the summer in the Des Moines area but have not been published yet. I
will update a list when these are available (usually in March).
Sign-up for our quarterly STEM news

https://www.sciowa.org/programs-and-events/youth-programs/
https://www.blankparkzoo.com/
https://form.jotform.com/202405006447041

